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It is relatively recent the idea that epistemology must consider contexts in order to provide a good
analysis of knowledge, justification and skepticism. This idea is at the basis of contextualist
epistemologies and of some feminist epistemologies. Moreover it can be foud, though implicitly, in
traditional epistemologies. The aim of my paper will be that of proving how many roles contexts
can play in the different kinds of epistemology. There are of course objections to the necessity of
appealing to contexts in epistemology. However I will show that this necessity is so widespread and

well supported that it is difficult to easily dismiss it.
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